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Ex-bureaucrats (Constitutional Conduct
Group) seek Green Credits scheme withdrawal

A group of 91 retired bureaucrats has appealed
to the Centre to withdraw the Green Credits
programme, which they claimed may facilitate
diversion of forest land to private entities.

“Quick, smooth and easy diversion of our forest

tlahned s in favour of user agencies is apparently

sole intention of this set of Green Credits rules.

"We urge the MOEFCC to recognise this danger

and

withdraw the Green Credits notification
expeditiously,” the group of former civil servants
wrote in an open letter to the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change
(MoEFCC).

The group, which calls itself Constitutional
Conduct Group, argued that the Green Credits
Rules issued on February 22 are “ecologically
unsound” and undermine existing forest
protections by facilitating easier acquisition of
forests for entrepreneurs and industrialists.

“The scheme’s shortcomings are obvious.

all sparsely covered forested lands within their
jurisdiction to be made available to private

agencies or investors for funding support for
plantation activities.
The group, in its letter, said when forest land can

be
o

sily obtained by private entrepreneurs, if' No.amaqipt of money can be a substitu

e
land required for our forests, and for our

biodiversity and wildlife to thrive.

"Yet the government is trying to make it easy for
entrepreneurs and industrialists to acquire forest
land by permitting them to offer, in exchange,
money (in the form of green credits), instead of

land for land as was the case so far,” the CCG said.

A query sent to the MoEFCC regarding the

allegations remained unanswered until the filing
f this story. o

fasj[ ontﬂz the forest ministry had released a

notification permitting private entities to

undertake plantation projects on degraded lands,

including open forests, scrublands, wastelands,
and catchment areas that fall under the

administrative jurisdiction of states.
The initiative aims to generate green credits,
which

can be traded and utilised as an indicator of
corporate social responsibility leadership.

State forest departments are mandated to identify

not take much imagination to realise that the
pexretesnetn ot f land legally classified as forests
at

will steadily shrink.

“A new set of Green Credits invaders may ask for
diversion of some of our densest and best
protected

forests for commercial purposes like mining,
industry and infrastructure,” the group said.

In July 2023, the group, in a separate open letter,

had criticised the Forest (Conservation)
Amendment Act, which permits the diversion of

foresh Indhids ssHi RYmgzes: The letter also
basis for the program, particularly regarding the
effectiveness of tree plantations compared to
creating natural ecosystems.

Plantations are usually fast-growing

monocultures

and it is a scientifically proven fact that they are
poor at carbon sequestration when compared to
natural ecosystems. Compensatory afforestation
plantations already undertaken in our country are



VISION |ND|A@75 7/—
;_",;‘P
V/ e -,

-
I Hd Hplcd
Road to 2047

DEVEL@PED VISION @
e INDIA AMRIT KAAL
MISSION BHARAT KA 2047

| CONTACT

< amitgoenkal978@gmail.com R, 9910809614
7044674130




PROF. D P AGAWAL PT.HARI PR CHOWRASIALT.GEN.K HSINGH  YIMAL WAKHLU
FORMER CMD TCIL

«r;'i; vE
‘ < = ' y ? ";‘ Y
NARENDRA BRIG AJIT APTE MN SHARMA VIPIN ANAND
FORMER CMID 1971 WAR HERD SECRETARY GENERAL FORMER CMD LIC
INDIAN OVERSEAS GIC

BANK

L _—t
¥ e e, |
i
i 18
g ™
1 i . 1
: . ‘e o -
- il )
4 % |
rag A
P »

DR. ALEXANDER THOMAS DM MULAY STUTI KAKKAR SHYAM JAJU

PRESIDENT AHFI FORMER SECRETARY FORMER SECRETARY VICE PRESIDENT EJP
OYVERSEAS INDIAN AFFAIRS Gl

PROFE. D P AGAWAL DEFT OF DISABILITY

MS. ANURADHA PAUDWAL S NARENDRA ADMIRAL MA). GEN. ABHAY GUPTA
ADVISER TO FORMER PRIMF SUNIL LANBA, FORMER IO OPS NG
MINISTER OF INDEA FORMER ( 26/11 OPERATION BLACK
INDIAM COMMANDO CHIFF )

NAVY CHIEF



UNSDG s

NO | Q) GOODHEALTH
POVERTY AND WELL-BEING

M - —'\'\/\ v

QUALITY GENDER  CLEAN WATER
EDUCATION EUUM.ITY AND SANITATION

DEGENT WORK AND
ECONOMIC GROWTH

m

10 henwues

E

{=)

h 4

EEI#{I‘;E 14 &FIFDW WATER 15 EHEMND

@)o

1 PEAGE, JUSTIGE 1 PARTNERSHIPS
AND STRONG FOR THE GOALS
INSTITUTIONS

L
."-‘-
-

1)




Award Categories

1. Water Conservation & Management
2. Healthcare
3. Slum Area Development
4. Education
5. Covid
6. Swatch Bharat(Sanitation,health,hygiene )
1. Livelihoods
8. Skill Development
9. CSR Professional / Leader of the year
10. Green & Environment Stewardship
11. Women Empowerment
12. Promoting National Heritage
13. Environmen, climat, forest, River/Water waves
14. Sports Promotion
15. Rural Development & Infrastructure
16. Special Categories.

(Old Age/ Specially-abled/ Armed Forces, etc )
17. Best Company/Institution/NGO (Overall)
18. Best Project
19. Best ROI

20. Best Practice
21. Other Category/ Categories ( Eradicating extreme
hunger,poverty & malnutrition)

22. Climate Funding
23. Plantation of Trees
24. Fossil Fuel Reduction / Net Zero
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